
The Mozarts as composers of violin concertos, sonatas and symphonies
(1786)

David Black

Johann Georg Sulzer, Allgemeine Theorie der schönen Künste (Leipzig: M. G. Weidmanns Erben und
Reich, 1786–87), 4 vols.

[i:389]

⁣ ⁣ ⁣ ⁣ Concerte haben gesetzt, für die Violine:⁣ 
Vivaldi, Martini, Stamitz, Franz Ben=
da, Tartini, Joh. Gottl. Graun, Giano=
vick, Rosetti, Pugnani, Seyffarth, Czarth,
Raab, Janitsch, Mozart, Schwanenber=
ger, Förster u. v. a. m. [...]

[iv:348]

Sonaten sind, besonders in neuern Zeiten,
so viele, dem Titel nach, geschrieben wor=
den, daß es schwer, wo nicht unmöglich,
seyn würde, alle anzugeben; bekannt sind
mir deren von Couperin, Clairembault,
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L. Mozart, Wolf. Mozart, Türk, Uber,⁣ ⁣ ⁣ ⁣ ⁣ ⁣ ⁣ ⁣ 

[…]

[iv.397]

⁣ ⁣ ⁣ ⁣ ⁣ ⁣ Symphonien sind gesetzt: Von Kunze,⁣ 
Hertel, Förster, beyde Graune, Hasse,
Giov. B. Martini, George und Fr. Benda,
C. P. E. Bach, Hoegk, Riedt, Czarth,
Raab, Janitsch, Adam, Neruda, Mo=
zart, Wagenseil, Leop. Hofmann, Holz=
bauer, Stamitz, Schwindel, Hayden, Filz,
Vanmaldere, J. C. Bach, Abel, J. W.
Hertel, Richter u.v.a.m.
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Commentary

These passages are found in afterwords to the articles “Concert”, “Sonate” and “Symphonie” in
the posthumous third edition of the famous encyclopaedia of the arts by Johann Georg Sulzer
(1720–1779). They are absent in the editions of the encyclopaedia published during Sulzer’s
lifetime, and are presumably the work of Christian Friedrich von Blankenburg (1744–1796),
who produced the expanded edition of 1786-87. The passages appear again in the edition of
1798.

By the time of the publication of this edition, Mozart had written five violin concertos in
addition to a number of single movements and various other works involving solo violin. In all
likelihood, however, Blankenburg is referring to concertos (now lost) by Leopold Mozart, as the
passage is probably entirely derived from Johann Christoph Stockhausen’s Critischer Entwurf
einer auserlesenen Bibliothek. This volume, published before Wolfgang’s known violin concertos
were written, has its own entry on violin concertos and lists all the composers mentioned by
Blankenburg, including “Mozart” (466, 660–61). Blankenburg appears to have selected
somewhat randomly from Stockhausen’s more extensive list of composers, and probably used the
same source for the list of symphonists. Thus Wolfgang is not the “Mozart” who composed the
violin concertos and symphonies cited here.

Wolfgang is however explicitly mentioned in the long list of sonata composers, and since there is
no equivalent for this in Stockhausen, Blankenburg was at least supplementing his source with
additional information, perhaps from publishers’ catalogs.
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