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Elizabeth Harris buys a ticket for a concert by the Mozarts
(30 Apr 1765)

Dexter Edge

London account book of Elizabeth Harris
Hampshire Record Office, 27M56/1, fols. 12r, 13r, 14r

April 2nd 4 tickets to Tenducci’s benefitt £2.2s.0d
a ticket for the Foundling Hospital ~ £0.10s.6d

April 30th  Tickets for Tendducci £1. 0s.0d
for Mozarts Concert £0.10s.6d

May 16th  aticket for Merifield’s benefitt £0. 5s.0d

Commenmry

Elizabeth Harris, née Clarke (1722-1781), was the wife of James Harris (1709-1780), a native of
Salisbury and nephew of the eminent philosopher Anthony Ashley-Cooper, 3rd Earl of
Shaftesbury. James himself was a scholar and writer, and throughout his life an ardent amateur
musician and director of musical events, who attended concerts and operas as often as he could
(see Burrows & Dunhill 2002, introduction). From 1761 he was Member of Parliament for
Christchurch, and he and Elizabeth spent significant portions of each year in London. The lines
above are entries in Elizabeth’s London account book, showing her purchases of tickets for
musical and theatrical events in Apr and May 1765.

Among these are tickets for a benefit concert given by the Mozarts; this can only have been the
concert that eventually took place in Hickford’s Great Room on 13 May 1765, their last such
concert in England. Leopold had first announced the intended concert on 11 Mar 1765 in The
Public Advertiser, without giving a location or an exact date (“at the End of this Month, or the
Beginning of April next”). The concert was advertised again on 9 Apr 1765, now at “the End of
this Month”, still without a location (Dokumente, 44). The earliest known advertisement to
include the actual date, 13 May, was published in The Public Advertiser on 1 May, the day after
Elizabeth Harris’s entry in her account book.
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AR.MOZART, the Father of!

the celebrated young Mufical Family, who
have fo juflly raifed the Admiration of the greatef
Muiiden) of Europe, intending (von to leave England,
propofes, befure his Departure, to give to the Public in
gereral an Opportunity of hearing thefe young Prodi-
gies perorm toth io public and private, by giving on the
1:th of this Month a

C O N € E R T

Which will chiefly be condu@ed bv his Son, a Boy of
Eight Years of Age, with all the Overturesof his own
Compofition.

Tickets may be had, at §s. each, of Mr. Mozart, at
Mr. Williamfon's, in Thnit-ftreet, Soho; where fuch
Ladies and Gentlemen, who chufe to come themicives, -
and take cither Tickets, or the Sonatas compofled by
this Boy, and dedicated to her M .jefty, (Price sos. 6d.)
wid find the Fam ly at home every Day in the Weck
frons Twelvg to Twoo Cluck, and have an Op,ortumty
of putting his Talents to a mcre pasticular Proof, b,
giving him any thing to play at ~ight, or any Muhe
withcut a Bafs, which he will write upun the Spot
without recurring to his Harpricnord.

. Notice of the Plice of the Concer:, will b given
1 due Time,

Advertisement for the Mozarts’ concert on 13 May 1765
The Public Advertiser, Wed, 1 May 1765, [1]
(newspapers.com)

The location of the concert is not yet specified; it was finally announced on 10 May that it would
take place in Hickford’s Great Room (Dokumente, 44). Thus Elizabeth Harris purchased tickets
for the Mozarts’ concert of 13 May before the date and location had been advertised. However,
she may have been able to learn at least the date from some other source.

The advertised price for a single ticket to the Mozarts’ concert was 5 shillings, but the amount
recorded in Elizabeth Harris’s account book is 10s 6d, equivalent to half a guinea, sixpence in
excess of the price of two tickets. The reason for the discrepancy is unknown, but the Mozarts’
advertisement gives 10s 6d as the price of Wolfgang’s sonatas dedicated to Queen Charlotte (op.
3, K. 10-15), so perhaps this has something to do with it. Or perhaps she simply paid with a half
guinea coin, and did not take change.

In other entries from around this time, she records buying tickets for two benefits given by the
castrato Giusto Fernando Tenducci. On 28 Mar 1765, five days before the first entry transcribed
above, Tenducci had given a performance for his own benefit of the pasticcio Antigono, and this is
probably the performance her entry refers to.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giusto_Fernando_Tenducci
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— o

dAY- MARKET.

" For the Beneft c¢f Mr. TENDUCCI.
AT THE

I NG’s Thearre, Haymarket,

This Day March 28, (by particular Defire)

ANTIGONU S

By Metaftatio. The Mufic by different Maflers, De-

metrius, Sig. Manzoli ; Alexander, Mr Tenducci ;

Antigonus, Sig. Ciprandi; Clearcus, Sig Micheli;

Berenice, Signora Scotti 5 Ifmene, dignora Cremonini §
Eudice, Mifs Yonug.

With D AN CES between the Afts by
Madame CAPEDIVILLE, Mon(, RESTIER, Madame
AURETT]I, and Monf. LARIVIERE.
pit and Boxes to be puttogether, at Hall a2 Guinea
each ; b1 (t Gaitery ¢». Upper Galliry 1s. 6d.

The Houle wi'l be drubly illuminate] for the Upper
Boxes and Uprer Gallery to read their Books.
o Perfons 10 he admitted without Tickets, which
will bg delivered at the Office.
Nor will any Rit Tickets bz admitted iato theGallery.
Books of the Opera tu be had at the Theatre,
The Gallery, Pit and Boxes, will be open’d at huve.
Tobegin at Half an Hour after Six precifely.
Vivant Rex & Hegina,
Tickets to be had of Mr, Tenducer, at Mr, Robin-
fon's, in King-itreet, Covent Garden, and at the O-
pera Office.

Advertisement for Tenducci’s benefit performance of Antigono
The Public Advertiser, Thu, 28 Mar 1765, [1]
(newspapers.com)

The entry in Harris’s account book shows that she paid £2 2s for four tickets to the benefit. The
amount, 42 shillings, was exactly two guineas; this is consistent with Tenducci’s advertisement,
which states that tickets for the pit and boxes cost half a guinea each.

Under the date 30 Apr, Harris records spending one pound on “Tickets for Tendduci”. These
tickets would have been for the castrato’s benefit performance at Covent Garden the following
day of Thomas Arne’s Artaxersxes.
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For the Benefit of Mr. TENDUCCI.
‘_ " AT THE
Heatre Royal in Covent-garden,
- This Day wili be’ prefepted
ARTAXERXES,
(For the Lalt Time this Seafon)
.The Principal Parts by
Mr, BEARD, M}. TENDUCCI, Mr. MATTOCKS,
Mr, DIBDIN,
Mrs. BAKER, and Mifs BRENT.
The Mufic compofed by Dr. AR N E,
. End of A& 1, BLINDMAN's BUFF,
- By Mr, Arnauld, MiG Valois, &«.

Fnd of A@ 11, A Grand Ballet called RURALLOVE,
By Mr, Fichar, Sig. Manchiere, Mi(s Wilford, Mr,
Asnsuld, Mr. Leppie, Mifs Twift, Mifs Pitt, &c,
Books of the Opera to be had at the Theatre,

. No Money to be received at the Stage-door

Nor-any Money returned alier the Curran s daawa wa. §
Places for the Boxes to be taken of Mr. Sacjant, at

the Stage-door,

To-morrow KING LEAR ; with (never performed) A
Mufical Entertainment caii'd The SPANISH
L ADY. FortheBencit of Mr, HULL,

Advertisement for Tenducci’s benefit performance of Arzaxerxes
The Public Advertiser, Wed, 1 May 1765, [1]

(newspapers.com)

The ticket price is not given in this advertisement or in previous ones for the same event, but one
pound would have purchased four box tickets at 5s each (Burrows & Dunhill 2002, 443).
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Tenducci (1770), mezzotint by John Finlayson after an original by J. Bruscett.
Tenducci is holding a vocal part for “Water Parted from the Sea,” from Thomas Arne’s Artaxerxes.
(British Museum)

Harris’s entry for the “Foundling Hospital” refers to the annual performance of Handel’s
Messiah on 2 Apr 1765 to raise money for that institution. Harris purchased one ticket for a half
guinea (10s 6d).

HOSPITAL for the Maintenance and Educa-
tion of Expofed and Deferted Young Cnildren.

OWARDS the Support of

this Charity, the Sacred Oratorio,

M E S & I A H

will be performed in the Chapel of this Hofpiral on
This Day, the 2d of April, at Twelve o'Clock =ac
Noon precifely ; with a Concerto on the-Qrgan by
Mr. STANLEY, ’

Tickets to be had, at Half a Guinta each, of the
Steward of the qug_ital ; at Arthar’s, in'St, Jomes’s-
Sueet; Batfon’s Coffee Houfe, Cornhill ; Tom’s Cof- f
fee Haofe, Pevérenz Court; and at Will's Coffec F}oufe ]
in Lincoln's Inn Ficlds. : 3.

- o PP

Advertisement for the benefit performance of Messzah for the Foundling Hospital
The Public Advertiser, Tue, 2 Apr 1765, [3]
(newspapers.com)


https://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=3010904&partId=1&searchText=music&page=33

Edge, “Elizabeth Harris buys a ticket for a concert by the Mozarts (30 Apr 1765).”

Her entry for “Merifield” refers to John Merrifield, a dancer at Covent Garden. The event was a

benefit performance at Covent Garden on 20 May of Beggar’s Opera (Burrows & Dunhill 2002,
443).

COVENT-GARDEN.
For the BENEFIT of
Mr. Holtom, Mr. Buck, Mr. Dumay, and
Mr. Merrificld.
AT THE
7T Heatre Royal inCovent-gatden, {
This Day will be prefented
The BEGGARs OPER A.
Macheath, Mr. BEARD;
Peachum, Mr. SHUTER ;
Lockit, Mr, Dunftall; Filck, Mr. Holtom ; Mat o’ the
Mint, Mr. Baker; Player, Mr, Aaderfon; Beggar,
Mr. Bennety
Lucy, Mrs. BAKER;
Mrs. Péachum, Mros, Stephens ; Diana Trapes, Mrs,
Copin; Mus. Slammekin, Mrs, Green;
Polly, Mifs BRENT.
With a Hornpipe by Mifs Pitt ;

And a Country Dance by the Charaéters in the Opera,
Likewife End of A& [i. BLINDMAN's BUFF,
By Mr. Arnauld, Mifs Valois, &c.

End of the Play, A Minuet, by Mr, Dumai and
- Mifs Twift.
To which will be adied a Pantomime Entertainment,
performed but once thefe three Years, call'd,

HARLEQUIN STATUE:
Or, The JEALOUS FARMER Outwitted.
Harlequin, Mr, MILES ;

The Farmer, Mr. Buck; Clown, Mr. Weller;
Colombine, Mrs. DYER,

The reft of the Charaéters as ufual.

No Money to be received at the Stage-door ;

Nor any Money returned after the Curtain is drawn up.
Boxes gs. Pit 38. Firft Gall, 2¢, Upper Gall. 1s.

Places for the Boxes to be taken of Mr. Sarjant, at
the Stage-door.

To begin exaétly at Siz, Vivant Rex & Repina.

Te-morrow ( 29th Night) The MAID of the MILL,

Being the latt Vime of perform ng it this Sezfon.

Advertisement for the benefit performance of Beggar’s Opera at Covent Garden
The Public Advertiser, Mon, 20 May 1765, [1]
(newspapers.com)

Elizabeth Harris’s ticket for the Mozarts’ benefit concert is the only known reference to them in
the papers of the Harris family, and we have no verification that she or her husband actually
attended the concert. It may be that for all their love of music, they had relatively little interest in
the prodigies from Salzburg.

Notes (T)

The Mozarts’ advertisement in 7he Public Advertiser on 1 May 1765 is not in Dokumente or its

supplements. For more on James and Elizabeth Harris and their connections with others in the networks of
people the Mozarts met in London, see Templeton (2016), 75-76.

We are grateful to Bruce Brown for providing information about the portrait of Tenducci.
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